AGM Minutes
May 11, 2019








Welcome from chairperson: Katherine Giacoletti welcomed those present
and thanked Melissa Shaner for leading the dance program. Melissa thanked
Justin Giacoletti for providing music on computer when the band could not
come. We had nine members present, and a quorum for the AGM is ten, so
we were not able to vote on anything. Fortunately, none of the items
required voting.
Minutes from last year: these were emailed after the event and were
accepted as written.
Treasurer's report: (see attached) we ended up spending less this year
because of the much less expensive venue for the social class and for social
dances. We were reminded that the branch has a fund for scholarships for
those going to an out-of-branch event for the first time. This will be put in
the monthly email as a reminder to all.
Membership report: Cecily Selling reported that we have around the same
number of members as last year. She was unable to be more precise at the
time because the RSCDS website disagreed with our numbers. *
2020: Delaware Valley Branch 50th anniversary: this was our biggest subject
of discussion. We looked at the list of ideas that were favored on the poll that
was sent out earlier this year. The following ideas were discussed:
o Spring ball with a great band
 Care will need to be taken with the schedule as next year is a
ceilidh year and the Swarthmore Ball has been scheduled for
the fifth Saturday in February, the 29th.
 This event might be a weekend event with a dance workshop
and/or potluck dinner
o Publishing a Delaware Valley Gold book of dances.
 Jenny Beer volunteered to run a workshop on writing dances
for those who might be interested. She will probably organize
this for October. Melissa Shaner volunteered to help.
 It was suggested that the Hurds might be interested in hosting
a "dance-off" again.
 Perhaps we can ask musicians to write tunes to go with the
dances.
o Making videos of the dances that have been published by the
Delaware Valley branch.
 Ned Leight has video equipment, but he was not there to ask.
 Becky Birtha was interested in this.
o Developing a slide show of dancing through the decades. Jenny Beer
reminded us that she has the slides from the 40th anniversary and we
can begin with that. Don Cheetham has many photos
o Developing an exhibit of artifacts from the past
 Jenny has a collection of these as well






 Don Cheetham also has lots of paper records from the past
o Reunion of those who have danced with us over the decades.
 This could be combined with the other celebrations during a
spring ball weekend.
o Involving college students and alumni in the planning
o Other ideas brought up at the meeting:
 Workshop of hits from the various decades: Geoffrey Selling
was interested in this.
 Having a t-shirt made for the occasion - Dan Emery has been
asked about designing one.
 Publicity will be important for this event: perhaps local or
regional papers could be contacted.
 Have each class be responsible for part of the celebration
Election of member at large: Barbara Schlenger-Faber has agreed to run for
member at large. Given no other candidate, she will be appointed by the
executive committee. Cecily Selling has agreed to continue as secretary of the
branch, and the executive committee will also appoint her.
Thank you poster showing that many volunteers make the branch run. (see
attached)
There was a vote of thanks from the floor for all that the members of the
executive committee do.

*Here is the final tally of members after sorting out the difficulties with
Headquarters.
Adult Members: ............................................................................... 79
Life Members: ................................................................................... 9.
Youth members (12-17): .............................................................. 1
Young Adult Members (18-24):................................................. 4
Total ......................................................................................................93

